
 

 

 
 

Silverdale Medical Centre 

 
 

Attendees 

Noel Bedder, Marian Coupe, Elaine Dharwarkar, Arthur Hyde, Phyllis Hyde Sandra Coombe, 
Dr Asma Bukhari, Joanne Wright 

 

Apologies 

Shantilal Valand, Mehboob Mahomed. Bipin Brahmbhatt Natalie Dharwarkar Caroline Roberts, 
Dikshika Mistry, Jay Parmar 
 

 

No Actions Who 

1 
 

This was an extraordinary meeting, called by Mr Bedder in response to refusal of 
planning permission to the proposed extension being received from Charnwood 
Borough Council. A copy of the report had already been forwarded to group 
members via email and was given to Mr and Mrs Hyde. To be included with minutes 
to other members. 
Dr Bukhari introduced herself and explained the reasons behind the extension and 
that it has been rejected despite the change to the original plans and supporting 
letters from group and Local Area Team. There are continued concerns about the 
parking and also the noise levels disturbing the local residents. JW pointed out that 
there are other medical practices within Charnwood that have even less parking than 
SMC does and also that it is not a noisy factory, it is a quiet business and, once the 
building work is completed should not create any more noise to disturb the 
neighbours. 
Dr Bukhari explained that it could be 10 years before another medical practice is 
built in the area to accommodate all the new houses but that we need the extra 
space now. JW explained that, following advice from our architect we had produced 
a travel survey for patients to establish the need for parking and ask patients 
opinions on the proposed extension. The plans have also been displayed in the 
waiting area for all to see.  
Mr Bedder pointed out that the plans were happily approved by the parish council 
and has their full support, the refusal is from the Charnwood Borough Council 
planning department. He also thanked Marian for attending a parish council meeting 
in October in order to give her views on the proposal. 
Sandra suggested we now get the local MP Edward Argar involved and ask for his 
support. We should write to him in the first place and then follow up with a phone call 
a week later to arrange a meeting for him to see the building for  himself. When he 
comes, we should present him with a folder containing all the pertinent information 
regarding the planning application. We should have an identical folder for ourselves 
so we have a record of exactly what he has been given. It was suggested that we 
also invite Deborah Liggins, the planning officer, to come at the same time as Mr 
Argar.  JW to draft letter for approval from GPs to send to Mr Argar. Caroline to 
be asked on her return regarding inclusion of Deborah Liggins at any meeting. 
Discussion continued about the imminent 4500 houses to be built in the local area 
and how it would affect Silverdale Medical Centre. Dr Bukhari pointed out that at 
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present the waiting area was too small, causing friction at times when it is crowded. 
Also there is limited access for patients in wheelchairs and little room for parents 
with pushchairs. 
JW explained to the group that their support was needed, if possible, to encourage 
patients to complete the surveys. If members could come into surgery and ask 
patients to complete it and answer any questions they may have about the extension 
then it would be really useful and the responses to the surveys could really help our 
cause. Mr Bedder, Arthur and Phyllis and Marian all offered to help out when they 
could by popping in to do this. Sandra said she would be able to do this next week. 
Any additional help from other members would be most welcome. 
Dr Bukhari said we should give some surveys to the GP’s to ask patients to 
complete as well. JW to distribute these to GPs. 
Action Plan: 

 Letter to be written to Ed Argar MP as soon as possible completed 27.11.15 

 Phone call to office of Ed Argar to be made 1 week later to invite him to visit 
Silverdale Medical Centre. Friends of Silverdale may be invited to attend if 
required. 

 2 folders of information pertaining to the planning application to be created, 1 
to be given to Mr Argar at meeting. 

 Friends of Silverdale, along with staff, to encourage patients to complete 
surveys 

 Caroline to be brought up to date on all actions upon her return from holiday 
on 2nd December. 

 JW to analyze results of surveys and produce report for planning meeting on 
10th December. 
 

Meeting ended 1.40pm with thanks to all who attended for their continued support. 
SMC shall keep all group members informed of any new developments. 

 


